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____________________________________________

Overtime
The legislative session was scheduled to conclude on Tuesday, April 17th.  We are officially in overtime.  Legislators are no longer being paid their daily per diem allowances to complete their work in Des Moines.  Usually this helps speed up the process.  It is likely that the session will continue for another week to 10 days, concluding sometime by the end of April.

The state budget for FY 2013 continues to consume much of the discussion at the legislature.  Most of the individual budgets have been assigned to conference committees to work out the differences between the House and Senate.  Conference Committees are composed of five (5) members fro m each chamber.  The committee is limited to discussing and including only those items that were contained in the bill that passed each chamber, so no new proposals can be introduced. Once an agreement is reached, the committee will prepare a "report" that includes the agreement.  This report is voted on by both the House and Senate in the same manner as a bill.  However, the report is not subject to any amendments and therefore must either be approved in whole or disapproved in whole. 

There are also several policy measures that remain on the table. These include education reform, mental health redesign and property tax relief.  These issues continue to be debated in the House and Senate, and leaders have been meeting to find compromise.  

Elimination of Office of Drug Control Policy

SF 2313 - Administration and Regulation Appropriations Bill (ODCP Funding)
The House and Senate remain at odds over the future of the Office of Drug Control Policy.  The Senate’s version of the budget would reduce ODCP state funding from $290,000 to $80,594 and authorized staff from 8 to 2.  The House has proposed maintaining funding at $290,000, but reducing the authorized FTE's to 6.  The Governor’s recommendation calls increases funding to $346,213 and 8 staff to restore last year’s cuts and continue ODCP as an independent executive branch agency.
Initially, legislators appeared willing to move the entire ODCP under the umbrella of the Department of Public Safety.  After strong opposition from law enforcement and others, legislators have abandoned that proposal and are now considering requiring the ODCP to share administrative functions with DPS.  This raises a number of concerns among law enforcement groups as well, and it opposed by all of those groups.

SF 2313 is in Conference Committee, which met last week.  The main sticking point continues to be the ODCP issue.  The committee will continue to meet next week to iron out their differences.  Conferees include:
Senator Pam Jochum, co-chair


Representative Ralph Watts, co-chair

Senator Jeff Danielson



Representative Jeff Smith

Senator Todd Bowman



Representative Walt Rogers

Senator Joni Ernst




Representative Bruce Hunter

Senator Merlin Bartz




Representative Dan Kelley
SF 2335 - Public Safety Facility, Training and Equipment Fund
SF 2335 establishes a task force to consider and develop the strategies related to this new Fund and its governance.  The task force will include representatives of law enforcement, fire, EMS, unions, cities, counties, and state departments.  It is required to issue recommendations to the legislature by December 31st of each year, through 2015.  Additionally, the task force must issue a final report in 2015 that addresses consolidation of public safety entities into one governing board; development of a joint police and fire training facility; and other recommendations related to training.  This bill passed the Senate with a bi-partisan vote of 31-14.  However, with very limited time left in the session, the House was not able to fully consider the measure.

On Thursday, April 19th, members of the House, Senate and various interest groups met with General Timothy Orr and representatives from Homeland Security to discuss whether a joint military/public safety training facility was feasible.  As a result of this meeting, legislative leaders have indicated that they will authorize an interim committee to study the issue and propose recommendations.  The composition of the interim committee will resemble the task force created in SF 2335, and will also include DOT, Homeland Security and the National Guard.  

SF 2316 - Infrastructure Appropriations Bill (CJIS Funding)
SF 2316 is the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) that includes funding for vertical infrastructure projects and other one-time revenue needs.  Included within this bill each year is an appropriation for computer software and equipment needs for CJIS.  The Senate version of the bill allows this funding to also be used to support salaries and administrative needs.  The House version does not permit this use.  As a result, the bill has been assigned to Conference Committee to address this and other issues.  Conferees include:

Senator McCoy, Co-chair




Representative Huseman, Co-chair

Senator Beall






Representative Chambers

Senator Dvorsky





Representative Hein

Senator Kapucian





Representative Cohoon

Senator Anderson





Representative Quirk
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