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Republicans and Democrats Release Budget Targets 
This week, House and Senate leaders released their budget targets for the FY 2013 budget, which begins on July 1, 2012.  These targets begin a process of negotiations between the chambers and the Governor to craft a balanced budget.  The targets generally reflect the priorities of each chamber.  Because the House and Senate are controlled by different parties, their budget targets are significantly different, not only in the various budget areas but also in overall spending.  

Democrats in the House and Senate have proposed spending approximately $6.21 billion dollars, which is slightly less than Governor Branstad’s recommendation of $6.24 billion.  Republicans have recommended $6.06 billion in spending for FY 2013.  Republicans have recommended a decrease of $1.5 million to the Justice System compared to FY2012, which includes funding for the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy.  (Recommendations by the Democrats are unclear, as their Justice System target was combined with the Judicial Branch.)  More detailed information on budget targets will be available in Week 5.

LEGISLATION

HF 2163  - Defense for Driving Under the Influence 

HF 2163 makes the defense for driving while under the influence of a prescription drug available for civil revocation hearings.
HSB 576 – Eluding a Peace Officer 

This bill makes it an aggravated misdemeanor to attempt to elude a marked police car after being given a visual and audible signal if in doing so the driver endangers the property or safety of someone else other than the officer.  Additionally, the bill elevates the offense to a Class D felony if done in conjunction with certain other driving offenses. 

SF 2090 – Providing Emergency Assistance
SF 2090 imposes a duty on a person at the scene of an accident to give reasonable emergency assistance if the person knows that another person has suffered serious injury, to the extent that the person can do so without endangering the person or others.  Reasonable assistance include efforts to get help from the police or EMS.

SF 2091 – Move Over/Slow Down Changes
Changes the requirement to slow down when approaching an emergency vehicle, tow truck or highway maintenance vehicle to require a car that cannot change lanes to slow to a speed that is both below the speed limit and reasonable and proper.  The bill requires that the driver be prepared to stop.  Additionally, a new schedule of penalties, including license suspensions for violations, depending on the damage and or injuries caused by an accident is established.   DOT & DPS would be required to develop education programs.
HF 2176 – Police Horse & Service Dogs

HF 2176 eliminates a loophole for police horses by giving them the same protections as police dogs while the horse is in service.  The bill creates exceptions for a peace officer or veterinarian who is treating the horse, or for a person acting in self-defense or the defense of another.  Makes corresponding changes to the provisions on police dogs.
SSB 3120 – Truck Registrations
SSB 3120 makes changes to the registration requirements for trucks and trailers operating in multiple jurisdictions to conform with the international registration plan, as defined in the bill.  Additionally, the bill strikes three-year registrations but keeps five-year registrations.  Makes other conforming changes regarding language, fees and related matters.
SF 2075 – Towing Tickets
SF 2075 allows the driver of a tow truck to make a complaint to a peace officer that a car passed the tow truck without changing lanes or slowing down when the tow truck was in the midst of a vehicle recovery.  A peace officer would be required to investigate within seven (7) days of the complaint, and required to issue a citation, either in person or by registered mail if the vehicle owner or driver can be ascertained. 
HF 2209 – DARE Surcharge
HF 2209 requires the imposition of a DARE surcharge for suspended sentences and deferred judgments.  

HF 2214 – Traffic Cameras
HF 2214 bans the use of automated traffic enforcement systems and requires all current systems to be removed by July 2012.  Tickets issued prior to the effective date are still valid.










