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Second Funnel Passes - Four Week Remain Until Adjournment
March 16, 2012 marked the end of the second legislative funnel.  Bills that failed to advance to certain points through the committee/floor process are no longer eligible for debate.  However, a bill is simply a number.  The issues can continue to resurface through amendments to bills that remain active.

The Legislature is scheduled to adjourn on April 17, 2012 - giving legislators approximately four (4) more weeks in which to complete their work.  While April 17th is the scheduled final day, it is merely the last day in which they get paid their per diem to travel to the Capitol.  As we all know from prior years, session can stretch on for days (or months) past the scheduled adjournment date.  In the final weeks, legislators will narrow their focus to a few remaining policy initiatives such as education reform, mental health reform and commercial/industrial property tax relief, as well as finalize the budget for fiscal year 2013.  

Eligible Legislation
The following bills of  interest remain eligible for consideration by the legislature:

HF 2214 - Traffic Enforcement Camera Ban

HF 2214 would ban the use of automated traffic enforcement devices, commonly called red light and speeding cameras.  Additionally, cities and counties who currently operate such devices would be prohibited from doing so after the effective date of the bill.  If passed, the bill would take effect upon enactment.  HF 2214 was not considered by the full House or Senate, however it has been referred to the House Appropriations Committee where, if passed, would exempt the bill from normal funnel deadlines.  

SF 2096 - County Confinement of State Prisoners
This bill lengthens the time period in which a county may request reimbursement for housing state prisoners from 15 days to 30 days from the end of the calendar quarter.  If the county fails to make the request within the appropriate time period, the Director of the Department of Corrections is required to deny the reimbursement.  SF 2096 was approved by the Senate on February 27th by a vote of 50-0, and by the House Judiciary Committee on March 6th.  It is eligible for debate in the House.
SF 2123 - Controlled Substances
This bill makes changes to the controlled substance schedules, and makes penalties applicable.  SF 2123 classifies ANPP, a precursor substance for fentanyl, as a schedule II controlled substance and classifies three anabolic steroids as schedule III controlled substances.  The bill also classifies ergocristine and its salts as a precursor substance for lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD). The classification results in new control and reporting requirements.

Additionally, the following changes are made to conform with action taken by the federal drug enforcement administration:


The depressant carisoprodol (also known as “soma”) as a schedule IV;


The depressant ezogabine as a schedule V;

Removes two controlled substances (benzylfentanyl and thenylfentanyl) from the schedule I.
SF 2123 was approved by the Senate on February 27th by a vote of 50-0 and approved by the House Public Safety Committee on March 14th.  It is eligible for debate in the House.

SF 2208 - Confidentiality of Information Contained in Arrest Warrant
SF 2208 specifies that information relating to an arrest warrant shall not be confidential if the defendant has made an initial appearance in court even if the arresting peace officer has not returned the warrant.  The bill also authorizes an employee of the department of corrections or judicial district department of correctional services, if authorized by the director of the department of corrections, to receive confidential information filed with the court relating to an arrest warrant during the course of official duties of the employee.  SF 2208 was approved by the Senate on February 28th by a vote of 50-0, and approved by the House Judiciary Committee on March 15th.  It will be eligible for debate in the House beginning March 20, 2012.
SF 2296 - Solicitation to Commit Murder
SF 2296 creates a new criminal offense of solicitation to commit murder.  Under the bill, a person who commands, entreats, or otherwise attempts to persuade another to commit murder as defined in Code section 707.1, with the intent that such act be done and under circumstances which corroborate that intent by clear and convincing evidence, solicits another to commit that murder.  A person who commits solicitation to commit murder commits a class “C” felony.  Furthermore, the bill establishes that renunciation is a defense to solicitation.  SF 2296 was approved by the Senate on March 6th by a vote of 47-1, and approved by the House Judiciary Committee on March 15th.  It will be eligible for debate in the House on March 20, 2012.
SF 462 - K2 Ban
SF 462 adds certain synthetic cannabinoids, also known as “K2”, to the list of schedule I controlled substances. These substances would be in addition to the tetrahydrocannabinols and synthetic equivalents listed in schedule I under Code section 124.204(4)(u).  A schedule I controlled substance is considered to have a high potential for abuse and no medical purpose in treatment in the United States.  SF 462 was approved by both the Senate and the House in 2011, however it was approved in different forms.  The bill currently awaits approval in the Senate to consider changes made by the House.

HF 2228 – Control and Operation of a Motor Vehicle
Clarifies Iowa Code to require that a person operating a motor vehicle have control of their vehicle at all times.  Additionally, a person operating a motor vehicle must also reduce their speed when passing persons or animals on a public highway, emergency warning devices, slow moving vehicles and other various conditions on a public highway.  HF 2228 was approved by the House on March 12th by a vote of 97-0, and approved by the Senate Transportation Committee on March 14th.  It is eligible for debate in the Senate beginning March 19, 2012.
Boards and Commissions Appointments
This month, the Governor nominated dozens of persons to fill various positions on State Boards and Commissions.  These nominations require Senate confirmation by a two-thirds vote.  Most of the nominations are done "en bloc", meaning they are voted upon in groups rather than individually in order to save time.  Controversial appointment and Department directors are generally considered individually.  The following persons have been nominated to fill law enforcement related vacancies:

· Iowa Drug Policy Advisory Council


Dave Lorenzen

· Iowa Drug Policy Advisory Council


Christina Wilson

· Iowa Emergency Response Commission

Julie Waltz

· Iowa Emergency Response Commission

Terry Butler

· ILEA Council





Regina Clemens

· ILEA Council





Marti Crumes-Morrow

· Peace Officers' Retirement Trustee


Chris Mayer

· IPERS Chief Executive Officer


Donna Mueller
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