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Boone Co. Sgt. Dallas Wingate’s K-9 Bandit 
earned certification as Police Dog II – Excep-
tional, during USPCA regional tracking certifi-
cation trials in Marshalltown, Iowa. (Page 20) 

Wright County Deputy Nerlien and K-9 Ali 
earned 1st Place in vehicle search and a per-
fect 100% in vehicle search for illegal nar-
cotics at the USPCA regional trials. (P. 15) 

Johnson County Sgt. Matt Hendricks with the S.O.’s newest K-9, Bel-
gian Malinois K-9 Bary, a dual-purpose narcotic & patrol K-9. (P 12)  

Osceola County Patrol K-9 Kyzer is enjoying 
retirement in his new home, the Osceola County 
Sheriff’s Office. (See Page 17)

Clinton Co.’s Deputy Jeff Ernst with K-9 Odin, who retired after 26 
drug search warrants, 55 vehicle traffic stops, 16 apprehensions - P.14  
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The Clayton County Law Enforcement 
Association (CCLEA) has announced Inves-
tigator Brent Ostrander of the Clayton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office as the 2013 Clayton Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Officer of the Year.  

The announcement follows the 2012 de-
cision by CCLEA members to establish the 
annual award. All nominations for the award 
come from peers who work within Clayton 
County.

Investigator Ostrander is a veteran of 
law enforcement with over 11 years of ex-
perience. He is currently assigned as an in-
vestigator with the Clayton County Sheriff’s 
Office. Investigator Ostrander has become a 
staple in training for area law enforcement, 
and currently holds the elected position of 
President of the CCLEA. 

He has earned several specialized certifi-
cations, including instructor of defensive tac-
tics and the ASP baton for the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, is an expert in use of force and has been 
a member of the County’s Special Operations 
Group. His experience, leadership, and un-
derstanding of criminal law has emerged as a 
huge asset to the Sheriff’s Office, but an even 

larger one to the citizens 
it protects. His expertise 
in the difficult areas of 
law enforcement allows 
other officers to do their 
jobs with confidence and 
reason when seeking his 
advice. As an investigator, 
he has successfully helped 
bring a large number of 
difficult, high-profile and 
sexual assault cases to jus-
tice. Investigator Ostrand-
er is tireless when a case 
comes across his desk. 

For these reasons, the 
Board members of the 
CCLEA believe Investiga-
tor Brent Ostrander em-
bodies the characteristics 
of a well-rounded law enforcement officer 
and is deserving of such an award. Brent is a 
second-generation peace officer, following in 
his father’s footsteps. He also has a brother, 
Jack, in law enforcement. Brent, his wife and 
their two children live in the Elkader, Iowa 

area. Investigator Ostrander was presented 
his award during the February 2014 CCLEA 
business meeting. 

Present at the time were approximately 
25 Association members from multiple juris-
dictions in Clayton County.
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Clayton County Law Enforcement Association Names 
Brent Ostrander “Law Enforcement Officer of the Year”

Left to right: Investigator Brent Ostrander (CCLEA president), 
Vice President Mitch Seitz, Treasurer Tim Engelhardt, and Sar-
gent-at-Arms Randy Klein.
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I think spring has finally arrived in Iowa, 
and it is only the end of April. At least we 
are seeing some warmer days, although this 
week is supposed to be cold and rainy. 

Some days I wonder where the time has 
gone; we are getting ready for Civil School 
to start.

I know the Schools Committee, the Jail 
Committee, and the Legislative Committee 
have been hard at work for the Association.

The Schools Committee, working 
closely with the Civil Book Committee, 
has put together a Civil School that will  
provide those in attendance new informa-
tion concerning garnishments and the new 
short-form no-contact orders.

The Jail Committee has been working 
with Delbert Longley on reviewing the jail 
standards, and seeing where adjustments 
need to be made. The Jail Committee is 
also preparing for the Jail School, which 
will be held on September 14 – 17, 2014, 
at the Airport Holiday Inn in Des Moines.

The Legislative Committee has worked 
hard this year, again, in attempting to get 
our legislative priorities passed, but they 
have not had much success. The Commit-
tee has spent time attending sub-committee 
and committee hearings.

Captain Dave Knight (recently retired) 
from the Polk County Sheriff’s Office did a 
great job representing both the Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and the ISSDA when 
he testified at a committee hearing on the 
Taser Training Bill.

Our Committee Chair, Lt. Bill Deatsch, 

testified at three different sub-committee 
hearings on the Garnishment Bill, along 
with joining the Iowa Bar Association in 
working out some of the details concern-
ing this bill. This bill did pass, it has been 
signed by Gov. Terry Branstad and will 
take effect July 1, 2014. 

Those in attendance at Civil School, 
will have had an opportunity to learn more 
about the changes in how the Sheriff’s Of-
fice will be doing garnishments.

Lt. Kevin Kinney, of the Johnson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, and I have both worked 
with different Legislatures on the Human 

Trafficking Bill. This bill did pass both 
Houses, and I had the honor of standing be-
side the Governor when he signed this bill 
into law on April 24.

On March 12, 2014 ISAC celebrated 
County Day at the Capital.  I want to thank 
all of the Board Members, members of the 
Legislative Committee, and anyone else 
who was present at the Capital on this day 
for the giving of their time. We met with 
several Legislators and talked with many 
individuals who were visiting the Capital.

The ISSDA has obviously not wandered 
into too many controversial areas during 
the Legislative Session, according to the 
few number of phone calls I have received. 
And I don’t believe any of the Board Mem-
bers have received many calls concerning 
issues that have upset some individuals.

The Medical Marijuana Bill passed the 
Senate on April 24 on a 36 – 12 vote. By 
the time you have a chance to read this arti-
cle, you will already know if the bill passed 
the House and went to the Governor for his 
signature.

I encourage all members of the ISSDA 
to sign up to work a shift in the ISSDA 
State Fair Booth. You will be surprised at  
how much fun you have there.

As always, keep the wind at your back, 
the salt spray in your face and never forget 
whose hand is on the tiller.

 Be safe out there.
 Don De Kock

ISSDA President: Deputy Don De Kock
Mahaska County Sheriff’s Office
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President’s Message

ISSDA Members Worked Hard at the Capitol

On April 24, ISSDA President Don De Kock attended the bill-
signing ceremony for Senate File 2311, providing stronger penalties 
for pimps who traffic underage prostitutes, giving prosecutors more 
discretion in bringing charges against minors who engage in pros-
titution and may be human trafficking victims, and establishing an 
additional fine for offenders of such human trafficking, which goes to 
a victim fund. Also signed by the Governor was S.F. 2311, a “social 
host” law (in the works for nine years) that provides misdemeanor 
criminal charges for adults who allow underage young people to 
drink alcohol on property the adult owned, rented or controlled, and 
makes it illegal for minors to consume alcohol (in addition to previ-
ous law prohibiting them from purchasing or possessing alcoholic 
beverages). 

ISSDA President Don De Kock Attends 
Human Trafficking Bill Signing at Iowa Capitol



Greetings. With any luck, the seem-
ingly never-ending winter of 2013-14 will 
be long behind us by the time you read my 
message. With that being said, and spring 
here, August will soon be upon us and be-
fore you know it, Iowa State Fair time. 

As such, this is a good time to remind 
everyone how important it is for you to par-
ticipate in the ISSDA booth at the Fair. If 
you have never participated in the Fair, you 
are missing quite a bit. If you have previ-
ously participated, then you know how fun 
it can actually be. 

Over the years, I have noticed that fair-
goers always want to know where “their 
sheriff” is, and why he’s not at the fair. 
While it is noted that you cannot be pres-
ent during all shifts, every day, it seems to 
make fair-goers content to know that they 
just happened to miss you on that particular 
day.

This year’s 11-day Iowa State Fair 
will be held Thursday, August 7, through 
Sunday, August 17. To make volunteering 
more palatable, the booth shifts are orga-
nized into four-hour blocks. There are three 
shifts each day and they run from 9 a.m. to  
1 p.m., 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
This allows a volunteer the time to drive to 
Des Moines, work a shift at the Fair, and 
then drive home and only consume a single 
eight-hour day. There are typically two 
volunteers assigned to each shift, although 
more than two can certainly sign up.

The process is made even easier for 

volunteers to sign up for fair duty by us-
ing an automated system. This allows you 
to go directly to the website, see where the 
vacancies exist, and sign up for a shift (or 
shifts) that fit your schedule. This is a good 
time to reconnect with fellow sheriffs’ of-
fice employees as well as those from other 
agencies that you may not have an opportu-
nity to see very often.

The automated website should be up 
and running at this time and, if not, it will 
be very soon. Access to the website will 
be provided via an e-mail message sent to 

ISSDA members, and through the ISSDA 
website (www.issda.org). Filling the 66 
ISSDA fair booth shifts would be very easy 
if just one person from each county volun-
teered to work a single shift.

In addition to our traditional location on 
the west side of the Fair’s “Hall of Law,” 
this year we have reacquired the area di-
rectly inside the main west door that has 
most recently been utilized by the state 
EMA association, thus making us more 
visible and giving us more room for our 
display. Speaking of displays, the Hardin 
County Sheriff’s Office has done a great 
job computerizing our display utilizing 
video monitors instead of us just posting 
photos. This year one of the video moni-
tors will have photos of each sheriff and 
their county, similar to the old state-shaped 
photo board.

For even more incentive to get volun-
teers to work a shift at the fair, this year the 
ISSDA Board of Directors is considering 
holding a raffle for a TV once it is no longer 
utilized in the display. As proposed, each 
volunteer would get one raffle ticket for 
each shift he/ she worked, with the drawing 
to be held at the conclusion of the fair. A 
decision on this issue will be made at the 
April Board meeting.

I hope to see you at the fair and ... here’s 
hoping that you all stay safe.

Sincerely,
Sheriff Brian D. Gardner
ISSDA Secretary

Secretary:  Sheriff Brian Gardner
Linn County Sheriff’s Office
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Secretary’s Message

Sign Up online for fun Fair Booth Shift 

ISSDA Jail School
September 14 – 17, 2014
September 13-16, 2015

At Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines

ISSDA Civil School
April 19-22, 2015

At Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines

ISSDA Winter School
December 8-10, 2014

At Embassy Suites, Des Moines



From left to right, Muscatine County Chief Deputy C. J. Ryan 
(at left with back to camera), State Sen. Chris Brace, Mus-
catine Co. Sheriff Dave White, Lee Co. Chief Deputy Scott 
Bonar,  Sen. Rich Taylor, and Lee Co. Sheriff Jim Sholl. 

From left to right are Linn Co. Major John Godar, Iowa Lt. 
Gov. Kim Reynolds, ISSDA Lobbyist Susan Cameron, and 
ISSDA President Don De Kock. 

Facing the camera are Iowa Rep. Clel Baudler and Sen. Joe 
Bolkcom. At left facing Baudler is Marshall County Chief 
Jailer Steve Hoffman, Washington Co. Sheriff Jerry Dunbar, 
Clay Co. Sheriff Randy Krukow, Black Hawk Co. Sheriff 
Tony Thompson, and Washington County Chief Deputy Jared 
Schneider.

From the left are Iowa Sen. Amy Sinclair, Marion County 
Sheriff Jason Sandholdt, and Worth County Sheriff Jay Lan-
genbau. 
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Photos by Sheriff R
ick Penning

ISSDA Members and Iowa Legislators Got Together
to Discuss Priorities during ISSDA Legislative Night

To purchase ISSDA apparel, follow this link:
http://www.companycasuals.com/ISSDA/start.jsp



On February 25, Clayton County Sheriff Michael Tschirgi (right) and Chief Deputy Ryan Johnson presented Dispatcher Kathy Bahls a 
Life Saving Commendation bar and certificate. On February 17, Dispatcher Bahls answered a 911 call on an unresponsive female. Dis-
patcher Bahls, a 28-year veteran of the Sheriff’s Office, calmly instructed the caller through CPR until the local first responders arrived, 
which resulted in saving the woman’s life.

Clayton Co. Dispatcher Bahls Earns Life Saving Commendation
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On January 21, 2014, Deputy Taylor 
Buhmeyer was conducting an hourly cell 
check in the administrative segregation 
unit of the Linn County Jail when he ob-
served the face of the inmate in that unit to 
be dark purple in color. Deputy Buhmeyer 
then observed that the inmate had an un-
known item tied around his neck.  

Deputy Buhmeyer alerted other staff 
members over the radio that there was a 
suicide attempt in the unit. 

Deputy Alan Bennett was one of the first 
responders to arrive to assist. Deputies 
Buhmeyer and Bennett entered the cell and 
were able to remove a pair of socks that the 
inmate had tightly tied around his neck in 

an attempt to restrict his airway. 
Once removed, the inmate be-

gan breathing normally and his 
normal color was restored. The 
inmate was transported to the 
hospital as a precaution, where he 
was evaluated and subsequently 
returned to the jail population.

Deputies Taylor Buhmeyer and 
Alan Bennett were instrumental in 
saving the life of this inmate, and 
because of their actions they were 
awarded the Life Saving Medal by 
Sheriff Brian Gardner.

Kurt Andrew Petersen, 53, Mason City, 
died Thursday, Jan. 9, 2014, at his home in 
Mason City.

A memorial mass for Kurt was held at 
Jan. 14, 2014, at Epiphany Parish St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church, Mason City, with 
the Rev. Neil Manternach officiating.

Visitation and a scriptural wake service 
were held. Interment was in the Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Hwy. 18 West, Mason City.

Kurt Andrew Petersen was born on 
March 29, 1960, in Mason City, the son of 
Tom and Eileene (Lugar) Petersen. He at-
tended Mason City Community Schools, 
graduating from Mason City High School 
in 1978.

Kurt began his career in law enforce-
ment as a jailer for the Cerro Gordo County 
Sheriff’s Office. He graduated from the 
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy at  Camp 
Dodge in 1983. Kurt worked as a deputy 
sheriff for the Cerro Gordo County Sher-
iff’s Department for 30 years, before his 
retirement in 2011. Prior to that he worked 
for Keifer Floral in Mason City.

Kurt Petersen was united in marriage to 
Carol Voight on Aug. 30, 1986, at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Osage.

Petersen loved to ride his Harley, and 

every year participated in the Guns and 
Hoses ride in Osage. He enjoyed marching 
with the Alumni Band during Band Fes-
tival, playing his guitars, and listening to 
music – especially to Neil Young. He was 
an Oakland Raiders and Twins fan. Peters-
en enjoyed softball, telling stories, and go-

ing to the BBQ Bash in Mason City every 
year, but his great love and enjoyment was 
his children and family.

He was a member of Epiphany Parish 
in Mason City, Knights of Columbus, the 
Iowa State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ Associa-
tion, and the Critical Incident Stress Man-
agement Debriefing team (CISM).

Those left to cherish his memory are his 
children, Andrea Petersen and fiancé Shaun 
McGuire of Forest City, and Neil Petersen 
of Ames; brother, Ken Petersen of Sioux 
City; nephews, Corey Petersen of Ames 
and Ryan Petersen of Sioux City; his sig-
nificant other Cheryl Lauritsen of Mason 
City; former wife, Carol Petersen of Ma-
son City; his uncles and aunts, Bob (Anna 
Mae) Lugar of Mason City, Bill (Jane) 
Lugar Mason City, and Delores Lugar of 
LaCrosse, Wis.; many cousins still in the 
area; as well as many other extended fam-
ily members and friends.

Kurt Petersen was preceded in death by 
his parents; uncle, Bernard Lugar; father-
in-law, Jim Voight; brother-in-law, Russell 
Voight; sister-in-law, Deb Voight; nephew, 
Cody Borcherding; friend, Bryan Hanna; 
and many other special aunts and uncles.

In Memoriam 

Kurt Andrew Petersen, 53, Died Jan. 9, 2014 
He was Cerro Gordo County Deputy Sheriff

Deputy Kurt Andrew Petersen

Linn County Deputies Taylor Buhmeyer and Alan Bennett Presented 
Life Saving Medals for Stopping Jail Suicide Attempt by Hanging
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On Nov. 19, 2013, a male inmate who was being held on charges 
was placed in a single cell on 3rd floor of the Linn County Cor-
rectional Center.

After having just conducted a required cell check, at approxi-
mately 1630 hours, Deputy Kevin Eliason returned to the cellblock 
to pass medications. While there, another inmate directed Deputy 

Eliason to look in the cell of the aforementioned in-
mate. Deputy Eliason went to the cell and observed 
the inmate on the floor with a piece of sheet wrapped 
around his neck.  Deputy Eliason immediately called 
for assistance on his portable radio. 

Nurse Christina Maynard responded and assisted 
Deputy Eliason in supporting the inmate’s head to re-
lieve tension from the sheet that was wrapped around 
his neck. Correctional Officer Melissa Gunzenhauser 
responded to the cellblock with the suicide knife.  
Deputy Eliason, Nurse Maynard, and Correctional 
Officer Gunzenhauser were able to cut the tightly 
tied sheet from the neck of the inmate, allowing him 
to breathe without obstruction. 

The inmate was transported to a local hospital 
where he received medical treatment and was ulti-
mately returned to the jail the same day.

Although several staff members had responded 
and assisted in this medical emergency, it was the 
quick actions of Deputy Eliason, Nurse Maynard, 
and Correctional Officer Gunzenhauser that were in-

strumental in saving the life of this inmate.
Because of their actions, Sheriff Brian Gardner awarded Deputy 

Kevin Eliason, Nurse Christina Maynard, and Correctional Officer 
Melissa Gunzenhauser with Life Saving Medals for the act of sav-
ing a life on November 19, 2013.

Linn County Sheriff’s Office News

Life Saving Awards Given to Deputy Eliason, 
Nurse Maynard and C.O. Gunzenhauser 

On January 20, a medical call was 
dispatched in Hiawatha. A hysterical 
female caller advised she was in a ve-
hicle in a parking lot with a child who 
was not breathing. 

Deputy James Dunn was in the im-
mediate vicinity and responded to the 
incident, arriving within one minute 
after the call was dispatched. Upon his 
arrival, Deputy Dunn located an unre-
sponsive five-year-old boy in a child 
safety seat in the rear of the vehicle.  

The child appeared extremely cya-
notic, almost bluish in color, and his 
eyes were rolled back into his head, ap-
pearing as though he had suffered a sei-
zure. Deputy Dunn was able to extract 
the boy from the child safety seat and 

place him on the trunk of the vehicle, 
where he was able to open the child's 
airway. In doing so, the child began 
to regain consciousness, but with ex-
tremely shallow respirations. Rescue 
personnel arrived on scene shortly 
thereafter and took over care of the 
child.  

The child was transported to a local 
hospital where he made a full recovery.

Although Deputy Dunn's actions 
may have been simplistic in nature, 
due to the boy's positional asphyxia-
tion they were instrumental in saving 
the life of this child.  Because of his ac-
tions, Deputy James Dunn was award-
ed the Life Saving Medal by Sheriff 
Brian Gardner.

Dep. James Dunn Presented Life Saving Award

Deputy James Dunn

Deputy Kevin Eliason, Nurse Christina Maynard, and Correctional Officer 
Melissa Gunzenhauser received Life Saving Awards.
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By Sgt. Brad Kunkel
Johnson County Sheriff’s Office

Thanksgiving Day 2013 marked the 
first tour of duty for Johnson County’s  
newest K-9, a 12-month-old Belgian Mali-
nois named Bary. 

Bary is a dual-purpose narcotic and pa-
trol K-9. He and his partner, Sgt.  Matt Hen-
dricks, have been busy conducting narcotic 
sniffs, tracking suspects, and participating 
in demonstrations for school children.  

Sgt. Hendricks began his career at the 
Johnson County Sheriff’s Office as a dis-
patcher in 1998, and was hired as a Deputy 
in 2006. After working in the jail for four 
years, he transferred to patrol in 2010 and 
was awarded K-9 handler duties in June 
2013. 

In October, Sgt. Hendricks was sent to 
Top Dogs Canine Academy in Evansville, 
Indiana, where he was paired with Bary.  
And in February, Deputy Hendricks was 
promoted to sergeant.

Being a K-9 handler has been a long- 
term goal for Sgt. Hendricks, a goal he set 
during his time as a dispatcher, which he 
later accomplished.

“I could not have been any more excited 
about the challenge,” Sgt. Hendricks said.  

During the short time Sgt. Hendricks 

and Bary have worked together, he  formed 
a close bond with Bary and worked through 
the challenges of being a new handler with 
a young, driven dog. 

In spite of the challenges, Sgt. Hen-
dricks is optimistic about the future and 

Bary’s potential.
“Every day I continue to be amazed 

with Bary’s abilities, and how quickly he 
learns,” Sgt. Hendricks said. 

“I look forward to future successes, es-
pecially having our first successful track.”

Johnson County’s Sgt. Hendricks and 
K-9 Bary Tracking Narcotics, Patrolling

Johnson County’s Sgt. Matt Hendricks and K-9 Bary. 

Bremer County Sheriff Hires Ronald Myers as Deputy
 The Bremer County Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff 

Dan Pickett welcome Ronald Myers to our Office.
  Deputy Myers was hired on March 2, and is origi-

nally from Clear Lake, Iowa, in Cerro Gordo County.   
Deputy Myers is a graduate of the 238th Iowa Law En-
forcement Academy, Mesa Community College with 
an Associate of Arts degree in criminal justice, and the 
University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration degree in Accounting. Deputy Myers began his 
law enforcement career with the Black Hawk County 
Sheriff’s Office in July of 2010, where he was a deputy 
sheriff assigned to the Jail Division. 

In the photo at the right is Deputy Ronald Myers 
(right) being sworn in by Bremer County Supervisor 
Chairman Ken Kammeyer. 
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The Dubuque County Sheriff’s Office 
hired Michael J. Halbur as a full-time dep-
uty sheriff on January 15. 

Deputy Halbur began his career with 
the Dubuque County Sheriff’s on May 18, 
2011, when he was hired as a part-time 
Corrections Officer.

Deputy Halbur is scheduled to attend 
one of the ILEA basic training classes this 

fall.
Deputy Halbur has also been a member 

of the National Guard since April 2001, 
and was deployed to Afghanistan in 2004 
to 2005.

He was commissioned as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in the National Guard in 2011 and is 
currently with a Mortar Platoon company 
out of Council Bluffs, Iowa

 

Late last year, the Scott County 
Sheriff’s Office took possession of a 
used Mine Resistance Ambush Pro-
tected (MRAP) vehicle from the mil-
itary through the Defense Reutiliza-
tion and Marketing Office (DRMO). 

The MRAP is a much larger vehi-
cle than traditional law enforcement 
armored vehicles and has a turret on 
top with 360-degree armor protec-
tion, which can also swivel. 

It has received a new paint job, 
decals, and police emergency equip-
ment and is ready when the call comes.  

A special thanks goes to the Scott 
County Sheriff’s Office Reserve Unit, 
which donated funds to assist in trans-

port and painting for the MRAP. 

Scott County Sheriff’s Office Acquires 
Mine Resistance Ambush Protected (MRAP) Vehicle

     Bremer County Deputy Dennis Miller announced his retire-
ment effective December 28, 2013. 

Deputy Miller served as a Bremer County Deputy Sheriff 
for eleven years, and worked for the Janesville Police Depart-
ment as a patrol officer and chief for 19 years prior to being 
hired as a deputy.  

He was the chief of police in Readlyn, Iowa, for two years 
prior to working at Janesville Police Department. 

Bremer County 
Deputy Dennis Miller 
Retires After 11 Yrs.
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Dubuque County Sheriff’s Office Hires 
Michael Halbur as Deputy Sheriff



By Amy Kent
Herald Staff Writer

CLINTON — Clinton County Sheriff’s 
Office officials said goodbye to an honored 
team member on Friday as K-9 officer 
Odin earned his retirement after 10-1/2 
years with the sheriff’s office.

During his career, Odin, an 11-year-old 
German shepherd, executed his abilities 
170 times with the sheriff’s office and 76 
times with other agencies, recording 26 
drug search warrants, 55 vehicle traffic 
stops and 16 suspect apprehensions with-
out a bite, among a multitude of other ac-
complishments.

Odin’s handler, Deputy Jeff Ernst, 
spoke highly of his partner Friday, re-
counting memories of their more than 10 
years together on the force and relishing 
the fact that Odin will now become a mem-
ber of his home as the family pet.

“His job (now) is going to be chasing 
off birds of prey from the property,” said 
Ernst with an affectionate Odin at his side. 
“He really has a hard time with eagles and 
hawks landing on his property so he will 
be chasing them off and upsetting my wife 
by laying in the koi pond.”

Odin, born in January 2003 in the 

Republic of Georgia, came to the United 
States in August 2003 to attend the Top 
Dog Police K-9 Academy in Evansville, 
Ind. After an intensive, six-week training 
course, Odin received his certification and 
began working with Ernst at the Clinton 
County Sheriff’s Office in December 2003.

Amid his years of service to the office 
and the community, Odin conducted 46 
tracks of criminal suspects, apprehending 
15 of those for a 31 percent average. The 
national average success rate for catching 
tracked suspects is less than 10 percent.

While Odin’s accomplishments are im-
pressive on paper in comparison to his K-9 
counterparts, Ernst recalled Friday the no-
table qualities he observed during his time 
serving with the German shepherd.

“When we’re running traffic, the ra-
dar, not only does it pick up vehicle speed, 
there’s a volume that we have in there and 
what that’s doing is picking up how fast 
that person’s engine is running,” Ernst 
said. “Odin could tell just by how high that 
pitch was, before looking at the speed, that 
I was going to pull that vehicle over and 
he’d start whining.”

Odin will retire as the longest serving 
K-9 at the Clinton County Sheriff’s Office, 
lasting a year longer than originally sched-

uled. When the time came last year to hang 
up his service vest, Ernst approached Clin-
ton County Sheriff Rick Lincoln to ask 
for one more year with the dog who he 
deemed to have “a lot more drive.”

Now, suffering from hip dysplasia and 
reaching the age of a senior dog, Odin is 
destined for a life of relaxation in retire-
ment, although Ernst doesn’t expect him 
to embrace that lifestyle anytime soon.

“He will not like when that squad car 
leaves tomorrow without him,” Ernst said.

News from the Clinton Herald

County K-9 Odin Retires After 10 Years on Force

Deputy Josh Nelson, with the Hardin County Sheriff’s Office, was promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant on March 10.  

Sergeant Nelson began working for the Sheriff’s Office in December of 2004.

Deputy Jeff Ernst with K-9 Odin.
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Deputy Josh Nelson Promoted 
to Sergeant by Hardin Co. Sheriff



On  February 5, the North Liberty Fire Department 
awarded three Life Saver Certificates of Merit to Deputy 
Chris Landenberg, of the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office, 
and EMTs Captain Dan Dolezal and Firefighter Lynn Bur-
leson. 

First responders were called to a residence in Madison 
Township on December 31, 2013, for a patient in cardiac ar-
rest. 

Deputy Landenberg was first on-scene and used an Auto-
matic External Defibrillator (AED) to successfully adminis-
ter two life-saving shocks to the patient. 

Firefighter EMTs Dolezal and Burleson assisted with 
CPR and established an airway before the arrival of John-
son County Ambulance Service paramedics. The patient was 
transported by AirCare helicopter to the University of Iowa 
Hospital and Clinics, where he remained in stable condition. 

“It was a real team effort from everyone involved,” said 
Deputy Landenberg. Early CPR, a quick response, and the 
availability of an AED led to the positive outcome. 

The general public is encouraged to learn hands-only CPR 
by contacting the American Heart Association or your local 
fire department for more information.

Johnson County News

North Liberty F.D. Life Saver Awards Presented 
to Johnson Co.’s Deputy Landenberg, Two EMTs

Life Saver Certificate recipients (left to right) Johnson County Dep-
uty Chris Landenberg and North Liberty Fire Captain Dan Dolezal 
received their awards from North Liberty Fire Chief Eric Vandewa-
ter. Not pictured is Life Saver Award recipient and North Liberty 
Firefighter Lynn Burleson.

Deputy Adam Nerlien and K-9 Ali participated in the United 
States Police Canine Association (USPCA) annual Certification 
Trials on March 19 in Marshalltown.

K-9 Ali was one of 46 K-9s to participate in the annual event.
The seven-year-old Dutch Shepherd and her handler of four 

years, Deputy Nerlien, brought home 1st Place honors in the Ve-
hicle Search category. K-9 Ali was the only dog to score a perfect 
100 percent in the vehicle search for illegal narcotics.

The certification trials are held each year, and certify that the 
handler and canine have been tested under the standards of the 
United States Police Canine Association, Inc.

“Deputy Nerlien and Ali are a great team, and we’re very 
pleased with their accomplishments at this year’s Certification 
Trials” said Wright County Sheriff Jason Schluttenhofer.

Photo courtesy of Mugshots by Jim. 

Wright County S.O. 
K-9 Ali Places First 
in Regional USPCA 
Certification Trials
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By APRIL ALLEN 
Pilot-Tribune Staff

Gary Launderville celebrated his 
retirement Friday after over 30 years 
with the Buena Vista County Sheriff’s 
Office. A hundred friends, colleagues, 
and friends attended Friday’s ceremony. 
He was presented with various awards 
for his outstanding service to the com-
munity.

Buena Vista County Major and 
long time Deputy Doug Simons ended 
the special program stating, “We are 
all family.” This meant they got things 
done, but this didn’t go without disagree-
ments and squabbles where they had to 
work through things.

Simons remembered back to the days 
when Launderville was a police officer in 
Newell and Simons would stop by for many 
nightly coffees. Since then nearly 34 years 
have passed and the two have been very 
close, not only as colleagues, but grew to 
be “very good friends” in Simon’s words.

A crowd of people filled the room to 
congratulate Launderville on his retire-
ment with a line leading out into the hall-
way where books of different newspaper 
articles could be found outlining different 
parts of his career.

“We have watched this office grow to-
gether, Gary certainly had a hand in the 
last few years here keeping this boat on the 
right path, keeping things fiscally sound, 
offering the best service for the people de-
serve to get in this county, and treating peo-
ple the way we would want to be treated,” 
he continues. “Our staff is second to none, 
hold them up against anybody’s. We pride 
ourself on that. It’s because of his leader-
ship this carries on and it will carry on. For 
his leadership we are forever grateful.”

Launderville was very overwhelmed 
with joy of how many people showed up to 
celebrate with him.

He told the crowd, “I cant say thank you 
enough to everybody because you have all 
made a difference in my life and you made 

my job easier. I look forward to retirement 
I will just warn everybody I will be back.”

He accepted four awards from various 
departments.

Mark Prosser, Storm Lake Public Safety 
Director, spoke of the great bond between 
the two entities and then awarded him for 
his time as sheriff.

“A county and community as there 
sheriff rarely gets a great police officer, 
great administrator, and a great humanitar-
ian with his work family, at home, and at 
work. Gary has been all that,” said Prosser.

He adds, “I don’t believe that every 
county in every state can say that, but Bue-
na Vista County can say that.”

Prosser goes onto explain the relation-
ship Launderville helped create for the jail.

“We have a special relationship there. 
Many don’t know about all the administra-
tion and the technicalities of running that 
jail, but he and his staff do it with grace and 
have done it with grace. It makes it easy for 
outlying agencies and city agencies to pro-
cess their work through there and very ef-
fective and efficient fashion,” he explained.

Launderville accepted an award from 
Head of Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau 
Pat Hoye and Iowa Division Criminal In-
vestigation Director Jim Saunders along 
with a recognition award form the Buena 
Vista County Board of Supervisors.

© Copyright 2014 Storm Lake Pilot 
Tribune. All rights reserved. 

From the Storm Lake Pilot Tribune

Sheriff Launderville Celebrating 
30 Years with a Goodbye
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In the photo above, Major Doug Si-
mons awards Gary Launderville for his 
service to the County, and the people, 
after working together for 34 years. 
Throughout their time working together 
the two became good friends, and both 
will retire this year. 



By Erin Trester
Daily Globe Reporter  

SIBLEY, Iowa — Kyzer may not be 
catching criminals anymore, but he is col-
lecting treats as Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office newly retired K-9 officer.

Kyzer, a German shepherd, is now 11 
years old and living out his retirement at 
the sheriff’s office.

“Kyzer has been retired for about a 
month now,” said Judy Top, head dispatch-
er and jail administrator of the Osceola 
County Sheriff’s Office. “It took some ad-
justing at first for him and all of us.

“We didn’t know how he would act be-
cause he was an attack dog, but after a cou-
ple weeks now, so far so good,” she added.

Kyzer was purchased in 2004 and was 
trained in narcotics detection, criminal ap-
prehension and handler protection. He was 
handled by Deputy Chad Julius from 2004 
until 2008, when Deputy Wyatt Dagel took 
over the job. Those officers kept Kyzer 
with them at their homes during his years 
on the job.

In 2005, Kyzer was awarded the Top 
Rookie Trophy after scoring 196 out of 200 
points in the U.S. Police Canine Associa-
tion detection competition in Iowa. Kyzer 
placed third overall against approximately 
100 other dogs.

During his active years Kyzer was 
called upon for many narcotics searches, 
tracking suspects who ran from the scene 
and searching school lockers for illegal 
drugs. In his first year alone, Kyzer assisted 
deputies more than 50 times and played a 
part in 21 arrests, mainly for narcotics vio-
lations.

As for retirement life, Top explains that 
it’s easy living for Kyzer.

“If he behaves, Kyzer gets free reign of 
the place. He has his bed in the front office 
here, and he even has his own hammock 

by his bed in the garage,” Top explained, 
laughing. “He definitely gets a lot more 
treats and toys now.”

The sheriff’s office is looking to getting 
another patrol canine this year.

“We received a grant from the Osceola 
Community Foundation for $3,500 to go 
toward getting a new dog,” Osceola Coun-
ty Sheriff Doug Weber said. 

“We have an officer interested, and we 
hope to know by the summer whether we 
can get a new dog or not. We’re actually 
looking at getting a Labrador, who will be 
used for narcotic detection.”

The sheriff’s office is also applying for 

two other grants that could also assist with 
obtaining a new dog.

“There are a K-9 lead grant out of Kan-
sas and a Midwest K-9 grant out of Des 
Moines, so either one of those two places 
we could get a new dog from,” Top ex-
plained.

As for Kyzer, he will remain at the sta-
tion greeting folks as they walk in, and 
keeping a watchful eye at the sheriff’s of-
fice.

Daily Globe Reporter Erin Trester may 
be reached at 376-7322.

From the Daily Globe

After 10 years of service,
K-9 Kyzer retires

1st Quarter 2014     17

Patrol K-9 Kyzer, of the Osceola County Sheriff’s Office, is enjoying his retirement 
and his new home at the sheriff’s office.

Visit The Iowa State Sheriffs’ & Deputies’ Association online at issda.org
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On April 12, Linn County Sheriff Brian Gard-
ner accepted an exemplary service commendation 
on behalf of his agency from Colonel Cheryl Hand 
(left), commander of the 4224th U.S. Army Hos-
pital. 

The presentation occurred at the Armed Forces 
Reserve Center in Cedar Rapids. The award fea-
tured a certificate with USA flag patch, unit patch, 
and commander’s coin.

The Award was provided to the Sheriff’s Office 
for training that the combat hospital personnel re-
ceived from Linn County Sheriff’s Deputies Sgt. 
Andy Humphrey, John Schuchmann, Chris Smith, 
and Jason Loftsgard on February 1 and 2. 

The training primarily covered building search-
es and room clearing, but touched on all related ba-
sic tactical operation concepts. 

Linn County Sheriff’s Deputies Receive Army 
Reserve Exemplary Service Commendation
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From left to right: Iowa Department of Public Safety Commissioner Larry Noble, Sullivan Brothers Award of Valor recipient Baxter 
Police Officer Joe Bartello, Sullivan Brothers Award of Valor recipient Jasper County Deputy Jeremy Burdess, Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds, 
Gov. Terry Branstad, and Sullivan Brothers Award of Valor recipient and former Newton Police Officer Adam Herman.

2013 Sullivan Brothers Award of Valor Ceremony



Meet Sergeant Dallas Wingate and Bandit, the 
Boone County Sheriff’s Office K-9 team. 

Bandit is a three-year-old German shepherd from 
the Czech Republic trained by Sergeant Jeff Hopkins 
(Ret.) of the Niagara Regional Police Service, On-
tario, Canada. 

Bandit is a multi-use patrol K-9 trained for the 
detection of narcotics, officer protection and human 
scent search. Bandit has been in service with the 
Boone County Sheriff’s Office for 13 months, follow-
ing his initial 15-week training program, and has been 
instrumental in the location of $20,000 in illegal nar-
cotics, successfully tracking 35 people, and directly 
involved in the arrest of 20 suspects. 

Bandit is highly skilled in all of his duties; how-
ever, he excels in the area of human scent work and 
recently was the only K-9 awarded certification as 
Police Dog II – Exceptional, during regional tracking 
certification trials held in Marshalltown by the United 
States Police Canine Association. 

Over the last year, Bandit took part in several no-
table cases including a track of four miles through 
woods and over snow for a burglary suspect, and a 
three-mile track of a suspect who fled a car accident 
cross country through cornfields. He was also em-
ployed during the Kathlyn Sheppard abduction case, 
in southern Webster County, in the hope a track could 
be located indicating that Kathlyn had also escaped 
her abductor and might be hiding in the woods. 

Bandit was also used to safely locate and appre-
hend a wanted subject hiding in a residence who had 
escaped from a correctional facility and barricaded 
himself inside a relative’s home.  

“A major focus of our K-9 program is the use of the dog to 
safely locate and bring suspects to justice that attempt to hide or 

conceal themselves or evidence of their illegal activity that other-
wise may have eluded our detection or placed our officers in undue 
danger,” says Sheriff Gregg Elsberry. 
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Osceola County Deputy Tyler Bos graduated from the Regional 
Law Enforcement Academy at Western Iowa Tech Community Col-
lege on March 28. 

Deputy Bos successfully completed the eight-week course, and will 
be completing his on-the-job training with the Sheriff’s Office. 

Deputy Bos is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice. Pictured at right with 
Deputy Bos is his mother, Angie Bos, and his father, Lyon County 
Deputy Rick Bos.

Boone County Sgt. Wingate & K-9 Bandit: 
Certified USPCA Police Dog II – Exceptional

Osceola Co. Deputy Bos Graduates
from WIT Regional Academy


