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Both houses have been busy following last week’s funnel deadline, while bills that made the funnel are quickly renumbered and prepared for debate. Many bills passed both houses in a bipartisan manner, while others saw division along party lines. 

This week’s debate in the House ranged from drones to lifting restrictions on gift cards. By a vote of 87 to 12, the House passed a bill regarding unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones. The bill would regulate the use of drones by law enforcement and private individuals in an attempt to create a legal framework to enable the beneficial uses while guarding against abuse. The House also passed a bill relating to the disposition of unclaimed gift cards. Instead of requiring businesses to turn over to the state any unclaimed gift cards after three years, the bill would allow those businesses the option of honoring the gift card indefinitely. The bill passed the House by a unanimous vote.

The Senate passed two separate bills that toughen criminal penalties for a person found guilty of kidnapping or killing a minor in response to the slaying of Kathlynn Shepard in 2013. One bill would require a 25-year prison sentence for any kidnapping of a person 17 years of age or younger, while the other would permit a court to use a juvenile conviction to initiate civil commitment proceedings for sexually violent predators. Both bills passed unanimously in the Senate.
LEGISLATION

SF 2289 – Texting While Driving
Senate File 2289, formerly Senate Study Bill 3191, would make texting while driving a primary offense. Therefore, the bill would permit a peace officer to stop a driver suspected of texting while driving, regardless of whether a violation of another law has occurred. The bill awaits debate on the Senate floor.
HF 2076 – Tax Credit for Volunteer Services
House File 2076 increases the amount of the volunteer fire fighter and volunteer emergency medical services personnel tax credit available against the state individual income tax from $50 to $500. The bill was referred to a House Ways & Means subcommittee.
SF 2190 – Shackles
Senate File 2190, formerly Senate File 2109 requires the Iowa Department of Corrections to develop administrative rules for the use of restraints on pregnant inmates. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote and was assigned to the House Judiciary Committee.
SF 2121 – Controlled Substance Schedules
Senate File 2121, formerly Senate Study Bill 3008 classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote and was assigned to a House Public Safety subcommittee.

SF 2311 – Criminal Offenses Involving Minors
Senate File 2311, formerly Senate Study Bill 3169, relates to the criminal offenses of enticing a minor, prostitution, sexual exploitation of a minor, and human trafficking. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote.

SF 2233 – Public Retirement Systems
Senate File 2233, formerly Senate Study Bill 3159, makes numerous changes to public retirement systems, including the public safety peace officers’ retirement, accident and disability system, IPERS, the statewide fire and police retirement system, and the judicial retirement system. The bill was approved by the Senate State Government committee and was referred to an Appropriations subcommittee.

HF 2384 – IPERS
House File 2384, formerly House Study Bill 576, makes multiple changes to IPERS. Under the bill, beneficiaries can be designated through a qualified domestic relations order. In addition, it authorizes IPERS to refuse to approve an application for benefits or to suspend or reduce benefits to a person if IPERS determines the person may have engaged in fraudulent practice. It would also strike or repeal the favorable experience dividend program, active member supplement accounts, and qualified benefits arrangement. A married IPERS member seeking a refund would now be required to submit a written acknowledgement of the member’s spouse to IPERS. And finally, the bill provides that only a member vested by service or a retired member who is vested by service and is within six months of the member’s first month of entitlement may make a service purchase. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.
SF 2309 – Mandatory Minimum Sentences for Juveniles
Senate File 2309, formerly Senate Study Bill 3146, specifies that the following mandatory minimum sentences  are not applicable to the criminal sentencing and subsequent incarceration if the person was under 18 years of age at the time the underlying criminal offense was committed: mandatory minimum for drug offenses, use of a dangerous weapon, habitual offender, minimum sentence for conspiring to manufacture, or delivery of, amphetamine or methamphetamine to a minor, prior forcible felon, and 70 percent sentences. The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee.

SF 2243 & HF 2396 – Roadway Laned for Traffic
Senate File 2243, formerly Senate Study Bill 3118, and House File 2396, formerly House Study Bill 596, amends Iowa Code section 321.306, which contains requirements for driving a vehicle on roadways laned for traffic. Currently, the requirement to drive as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane is combined with the requirement not to move from the lane until the driver has first ascertained that the movement can be mad e safely. The bill separates those two requirements and makes semantic changes to the language in the section. The Senate bill was approved by the Senate Transportation committee, but two amendments were filed, while the House bill was approved by the House Transportation committee and awaits debate on the floor.
SF 2232 & HF 2371 – Emergency Messaging System Fund
Senate File 2232, formerly Senate Study Bill 3104, and House File 2371, formerly House Study Bill 595, establishes a mass notification and emergency message system fund. The money in the fund is to be used exclusively to provide for the purchase and ongoing operation of a system capable of providing mass notifications and emergency messaging to the public. The Senate bill passed the Senate by a vote of 47 to 2 and was referred to the House Appropriations committee, while the House bill was referred to an Appropriations subcommittee.

SF 2279 – Employment Protections for Volunteer Emergency Services Providers
Senate File 2279, formerly Senate Study Bill 3103, adds certain protections to the current Volunteer Emergency Services Providers Job Protection Act. It would prohibit an employer from disciplining an employee for joining a volunteer emergency services unit. The bill was approved by the Senate State Government committee and awaits debate on the floor.

HF 2386 – Criminal Sentencing of Juveniles
House File 2386, formerly House Study Bill 505, relates to the criminal sentencing of juveniles. The bill specifies that the court may suspend the sentence of a juvenile in district court, and suspend any mandatory minimum sentence in whole or in part, if the juvenile did not commit a Class A felony and is not being prosecuted as a youthful offender. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.
SF 2201 – Kidnapping

Senate File 2201, formerly Senate Study Bill 3079, changes the definition of kidnapping in the second degree to include any kidnapping where the victim is 16 years of age or younger and the kidnapping is not child stealing in violation of Iowa Code section 710.5. A person who commits kidnapping in the second degree commits a Class B felony and may also be required to register as a sex offender if the kidnapping was sexually motivated. The bill would also enhance the penalty for a kidnapping in the third degree to a Class B felony if the person has a previous conviction for kidnapping. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote and was referred to a House Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2187 – Training for Electronic Weapons
Senate File 2187, formerly Senate Study Bill 3077, requires the DPS to develop training standards for the use of electronic weapons, including stun guns and tasers, by law enforcement agencies. The training must include a completion of an electronic weapons safety course. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote and was referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.

SF 2211 – Sexually Violent Predators
Senate File 2211, formerly Senate Study Bill 3076, defines “convicted” in Iowa Code chapter 229A, as the current law does not define conviction. It also permits the use of juvenile delinquency proceedings as evidence in the civil commitment proceeding of a sexually violent predator. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote and was referred to a House Judiciary subcommittee.

SF 2188 – Serving a Subpoena on Peace Officers
Senate File 2188, formerly Senate Study Bill 3075, specifies that a subpoena may be served at the principal place of employment of a peace officer if the subpoena is related to the performance of an act within the scope of duty. The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee and awaits debate on the floor.

HF 2043 – Emergency Warning Systems
House File 2043 allows trustees of any township to establish and maintain an emergency warning system. It also allows a county to assume the powers and duties of township trustees relating to warning systems for any township located in an unincorporated area of the county. The bill passed the House by a unanimous vote and was referred to the Senate Local Government committee.

HF 2133 – Interference 

House File 2133, formerly House Study Bill 503, makes an action interference with official acts for a person in the custody of a county or city jail if he or she knowingly obstructs or interferes with a jailer or other person who is in performance of their duties. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.

HF 2355 – Hallucinogenic Substance
House File 2355, formerly House Study Bill 640, adds the hallucinogenic substance known as “kratom” to the list of Schedule I controlled substances. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.
HF 2356 – Precursor Substances

House File 2356, formerly House Study Bill 546, determines that a person commits a Class D felony if he or she possesses sodium hydroxide, ammonia nitrate, ammonia sulfate or light or medium petroleum distillates with the intent to manufacture a controlled substance. If the person has children present at the time of the violation, he or she will have committed child endangerment. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.

HF 2363 – Motor Vehicle Enforcement Officers
House File 2363, formerly 547, amends Iowa Code section 8A.412 to exclude motor vehicle enforcement officers employed as peace officers from the merit system. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.

HF 2202 – Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems
House File 2202, formerly House File 2016, authorizes and restricts the use of automated traffic enforcement systems by state and local highway authorities. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.

HF 2174 – Strip Searches
House File 2174, formerly House Study Bill 510, prohibits strip searches of a person who has been arrested for a simple misdemeanor or schedule violation who has not been committed to the general population unless there is reasonable suspicion that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.

SF 2305 & HF 2362 – Emergency Management Assistance
Senate File 2305, formerly Senate Study Bill 3102, and House File 2362, formerly House Study Bill 545, allow proclamations of disaster emergency made by the governor to extend the terms and conditions of the interstate emergency management assistance compact to situations in which a disaster proclamation of an affected state has not been made by that state’s governor. It also provides additional powers and duties to the director of the department in these situations. The Senate bill passed by a unanimous vote while the House bill awaits debate on the floor.

HF 2253 – Crimes Involving Minors
House File 2253, formerly House Study Bill 501, makes any abduction of a victim 15 or younger a second degree kidnapping offense, a Class B Felony. The bill also strikes the current law involving an inmate convicted of various offenses (first and second degree murder, solicitation/attempt to commit murder, manslaughter offenses, and various assaults, sex crimes, arsons and burglaries) against a victim 15 or younger. The bill passed the House by a vote of 94 to 3 and was referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2314/HF 2289 – Drones

These bills regulate the use of drones and unmanned aircraft. The bills specify that a law enforcement agency shall not use a drone or other unmanned aircraft to gather evidence or other information pertaining to criminal conduct, or other conduct that violates the law, except to the extent authorized by a warrant or under extenuating circumstances. SF 2314 was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee and awaits debate on the floor; HF 2289 was approved by the House by a vote of 87-12 and referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee.
SF 2303 – Warning System Task Force
Senate File 2303, formerly Senate File 2137, establishes a uniform statement emergency outdoor warning system task force. The objective of the task force would be to establish common guidelines across the state for the activation of emergency outdoor warning systems. The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 34 to 12 and was referred to the House Public Safety committee.
SF 2299 – OWI Laws
Senate File 2299, formerly Senate File 2103, eliminates duplicative provisions relating to court-ordered license revocations for OWIs. It also eliminates certain provisions regarding license revocations based on criminal OWIs, test refusals and license revocations based on test result failures. The bill would also require all people, not just repeat offenders, applying for reinstatement to install an ignition interlock device. The bill was approved by the Senate Transportation committee and awaits debate on the floor.
HF 2381 – Firearm Suppressors
House File 2381, formerly House File 384, allows any person, trust, corporation or other entity to lawfully possess a firearm suppressor if the suppressor is registered and possessed in compliance with federal law and regulations. The bill passed the House by a vote of 83 to 16 and was referred to the Senate Judiciary committee.
HF 2398 – Murder of a Peace Officer

House File 2398, formerly House File 2114, specifies that murder in the first degree includes the intentional killing of a peace officer or reserve peace officer when the officer is in the performance of any act which is within the scope of the lawful duty or authority of that officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be an officer. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.
HF 2429 – OWI Laws
House File 2429, formerly House File 571 and House Study Bill 210, relates to Iowa’s operating-while-intoxicated law and driver’s license revocations, temporary restricted licenses, and ignition interlock devices. The bill awaits debate on the House floor.
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